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Nordic Gene-Bank for maintaining information on local populations
of sheep, goats, horses, cattle, and pigs. Plans call for including data
on fur-bearing farm animals, poultry, rabbits, reindeer, and bees.

Since the mid-1980s, information on the water buffalo has been
collected and recorded in a data base at the International Buffalo
Information Center at Kasetsart University in Bangkok, Thailand. The
International Development Research Center, Ottawa, Canada, is funding
the project.

To begin to remedy the lack of information from developing countries,
FAO set up a data bank in 1991 that includes all areas of the world
except Europe, but including the former Soviet Union. It has been
designed to combine the animal genetic information from the large
variety of FAO livestock reports, publications, and projects. The FAO
data base uses software developed at the Hanover data bank and the
World Dictionary of Livestock Breeds as a framework (Mason, 1988).
The dictionary is the only orderly world list of domestic breeds. It
provides breed names and synonyms, indicates where breeds are found,
and gives a basic description of the origin, physical appearance, and
main uses of each breed. Although the dictionary has little character-
ization data, it offers a unique classification of most breeds. The FAO
data bank has names of 1,974 breeds (buffalo, cattle, goat, horse, pig,
sheep) in Africa, Asia, Latin America, North America, Oceania, and
the former Soviet Union, and allows one entry per breed, even if the
breed is found in more than one country (Ruane, 1992). Of these
entries, 30 percent have some information on production, 26 percent
have some information on population size, and 18 percent have in-
formation on both. Within 5 years, FAO, as part of its new initiative
on global animal genetic resources, plans to finish this first global
inventory of animal genetic resources.

A joint effort is being made by the FAO and UNEP to describe
breeds based on surveys of non-European countries, with good re-
sponses from Asia and Latin America to date (International Livestock
Center for Africa, 1992). Some developing countries do not have
data on certain parameters, such as average milk yield or total feed
consumed. However, numerous workshops and seminars have pro-
duced a considerable volume of information about the description of
populations, which will help in establishing data bases (Miiller-Haye
and Gelman, 1981; Organization of African Unity et al., 1985).

CREATING REGIONAL STORES OF FROZEN GERMPLASM

Considerable logistic and technical difficulties, such as obtaining
technical expertise for collection, maintaining constant supplies of